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Russell 
won’t seek 
reelection 
to Board of 
Selectmen 


By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@ turley.com 


WILBRAHAM ~-— Bob Rus- 
sell, current chair of the Board 
of Selectmen, announced on 
Monday that he won’t be seeking 
reelection to the board this May. 

“It’s been an honor and a 
privilege to work with the cur- 
rent Board of Selectmen and 
past boards I’ve had the privilege 
of working with,’ Russell said. 
“T think you know how much I 
appreciate all their time and ef- 
forts.” 

Russell was first elected to the 
Board of Selectmen in 2012. He 
said his wife of 38 years is also 
going to retire in a few months. 

“We’re going to be splitting 
our time between here and with 
our kids on the West Coast,’ he 
said. “We still have some big 
sailing adventures in front of us.” 

“It’s been a pleasure to work 
with you,’ John Broderick said 
during the citizens open forum 
portion of the meeting, following 
Russell’s announcement. “You'll 
certainly be missed. I think ev- 
eryone would comment to the 
same.” 





Vaccination 

clinic will 

resume 
erations 
ursday 


By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@ turley.com 


WILBRAHAM/HAMPDEN 
— The towns’ municipal vaccina- 
tion clinic received its shipment 
of 100 vaccines this week and 
will continue with inoculations 
Feb. 25 after being closed last 
week. 

Officials are running the clin- 
ic on Thursdays. The first day 
was Feb. 11, when 104 people 
were vaccinated. But the state 
Department of Public Health 
will determine at the end of each 
week whether or not the 100 
doses will be sent the following 
week. 

“Some local Boards of 
Health running smaller clinics 
didn’t receive a vaccine supply 
this week, as was the case (here) 
last week,’ said Public Health 
Nurse Jill Conselino during 
Monday’s Wilbraham Board of 


Please see VACCINE, page 5 
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Photos courtesy of Craig Rivest 


HAMPDEN — Photographer 

and videographer Craig Rivest 
documented the Hampden Fire 
Department’s ice rescue training 
last weekend at the frozen Mill 
Pond on Mill Road in Hampden. 
“| just wanted to share some 
photos... highlighting our local 
firefighters and all they do,” 
Rivest said. The training Rivest 
documented occurred on Jan. 20. 
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Town solicits plans for Main 
Street water decontamination 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


HAMPDEN -— As drinking 
water concerns linger on Main 
Street, the Hampden Board of 
Selectmen is pursuing a solution. 
Affected residents have grown 
tired of the prolonged water con- 
tamination, and the town is out- 
sourcing to remedy the problem. 

The board discussed the on- 
going dilemma on Feb. 16. Town 
Administrator Robert Markel and 
Selectman John Flynn partook in 
a meeting with an employee from 
Tighe & Bond prior to last Tues- 
day’s meeting. 

“There are quite a few op- 
tions,” said Markel. “I think what 


we came away with is that Tighe 
& Bond is going to prepare a 
proposal to evaluate data and to 
evaluate all of the options and 
recommend to the town the best 
choice.” 

Operating out of Westfield, 
Tighe & Bond is a regional lead- 
er in engineering, design and en- 
vironmental consulting services. 
The firm established strong 
working relationship with the 
town of Hampden long ago. 

“Tighe & Bond has been the 
town engineer for 25 or 30 years. 
They’ve addressed issues that 
we’ve brought to them,” said 
Flynn. “This is the first time that 


Please see WATER, page 13 


Retirement board suspected of 
malfeasance, mismanaging funds 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


REGION - A state audit re- 
leased on Feb. 16 revealed that 
the Hampden County Regional 
Board of Retirement has mis- 
managed funds and committed 
probable malfeasance. 

Several town administrators 
held a conference call on Monday 
to discuss the findings and figure 
out a plan of action, including 
administrators from Wilbraham, 
Hampden, Longmeadow and 
East Longmeadow. The county 
communities are now demanding 
explanations and accountability. 

“Years of mismanagement by 
the Hampden County Retirement 


Board has resulted in it having 
one of the highest unfunded lia- 
bilities of any retirement system 
in the state,’ said Donald Dav- 
enport, Chair of the Hampden 
Board of Selectmen, on Feb. 22. 

In a meeting that same night, 
Wilbraham Board of Selectmen 
Chair Bob Russell called the au- 
dit report findings “very disturb- 
ing.” 

Of the 105 state governmen- 
tal retirement systems operating 
in the Commonwealth, Hampden 
County’s has the ninth most un- 
funded liability. As a result, the 
35 communities affiliated with 
the county retirement board must 


Please see FUNDS, page 4 
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Celebrate Life holding 
annual diaper drive, 
March 1-5 


HAMPDEN/WILBRAHAM -— Celebrate Life, a club 
at Minnechaug Regional High School which helps foster 
education and outreach for the dignity of all human life 
in all states and ages, will be holding its annual diaper 
drive next week. 

The diaper drive will benefit Bethlehem House, a 
non-profit based in Easthampton, which helps women 
facing a crisis pregnancy. People can drop off donations 
at the front office of Minnechaug (entrance by the flag- 
pole) March 1-5. 

“T believe there is a greater need now due to the fact 
that many people are struggling financially because 
of the pandemic,” said Madison McGrath, president of 
Celebrate Life. “The diaper drive is a great way to come 
together as a community and support women and their 
babies.” 





Horizons for Homeless 
Children seeking volunteers 


HOLYOKE/SPRINGFIELD — With more than 
20,000 children under the age of six experiencing home- 
lessness this past year, Horizons for Homeless Children 
has a high need for volunteers to play with homeless 
children in Holyoke and Springfield. 

“We have a need for volunteer Playspace Activity 
Leaders to provide two hours of healing play each week 
to homeless children in Holyoke and Springfield,” staff 
members said. 

Online trainings are scheduled for Sat., Feb. 27, from 
9:30-11:30 a.m., or Tues., March 2, from 6-8 p.m. 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


Children’s Museum 
holding virtual 
calendar raffle in April 


WILBRAHAM -— The Wilbraham Children’s Muse- 
um is holding a ‘virtual’ calendar raffle throughout the 
month of April in lieu of its annual Bunny Breakfast. 

The organization relies heavily on fundraising and the 
generosity of the community. The Wilbraham Children’s 
Museum was unable to hold traditional playgroups or an- 
nual fundraising events in 2020. The museum has made 
the decision to cancel its annual Bunny Breakfast again 
this year, which is historically the largest single fundrais- 
ing event, and missing it two years in a row is crushing, 
staff members said. 

The Wilbraham Children’s Museum is seeking do- 
nations from local businesses for our ‘virtual’ calendar 
raffle. The museum would appreciate contributions of gift 
cards to area businesses, raffle baskets or monetary do- 
nations and will be accepting donations until March 5th. 

In exchange for support, the museum will proudly 
promote businesses via its social media pages and web- 
site. Email Meagan Michel at president @ wilbrahamchil- 
drensmuseum.com to donate today. 

“We appreciate any support this wonderful communi- 
ty can provide,” Michel said. 


Turley Publications 
wants to hear from you 


REGION — Everyone uses different tools to get 
the news.At Turley Publications, we strive to reach all 
our readers. In that effort, we have created an online 
survey to learn about how our readers get their news. 
Please complete this survey to educate us on how we 
can best reach you, the reader. The 10-question survey 
takes about two minutes to complete online. The sur- 
vey can be found at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ 
DBSJ69F. Thank you. 


CHAMPIONS 
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Best Nursing Home for 2020-2021 by 


U.S. News & World Report! 


We’re proud to serve you. 


' BEST 
NURSING 
Te) V] 3 


US. NEWS & WORLD REPORT 


LIFE CARE CENTER OF WILBRAHAM 
Dennis Lopata, Executive Director - 413.596.3111 - 2399 Boston Rd. - Wilbraham, MA 01095 - LifeCareCenterofWilbraham.com 
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Hampden - Wilbraham Regional School District's 


The Road to Kindergarten 


2021-2022 


Parents and Guardians, please join us 


February 25, 2021 


@ La Cucina di Hampden House 
1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA 
413-566-8324 
www.lacucinahampden.com 
CURRENT HOURS: Mon-Thurs 3-8pm; 
Sat 2-9pm; Sun 2-8pm 

Lounge open & pizza available 7 days 


® Route 20 Bar & Grille 

2341 Boston Road (The Wilbraham Shops) 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-279-2020 
www.route20barandgrille.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Lunch: Thurs-Sat starting at 
11:30am; Dinner: Tues-Thurs 4-9pm; 

Fri & Sat 4-10pm; Sunday 11:30am-7:00pm; 
sunday Brunch 11:30am-2:30pm 


@ Donovan's Irish Pub 

Eastfield Mall, 1655 Boston Road, Springfield, MA 
413-543-0791 

www.donovanspub.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Thurs-Sat 11am-9pm; 

Sun 9am-7pm; Sunday breakfast 9am - noon 


® Venice Pizza & Grill 

2341 Boston Road, The Wilbraham Shops 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-540-8080 
Www.venicepizzagrill.com 

OPEN: Tues-Thurs 10:45am-9:30pm 

Fri & Sat 10:45am -10pm; Sun 11am-9pm 
Closed Monday 








PHONE 


413.283.8393 


Fax: 413.289.1977 
Subscriptions: 413.283.8393 


EMAIL 





for a virtual live presentation that will 
address Kindergarten Readiness, 
Screening, Curriculum, 
and a typical Kindergarten day. 


Dr. Sarah Fefer will join us 


to share proven strategies for 
a smooth transition to Kindergarten. 


Date: Wednesday, March 10, 2021 


Time: 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
Location: Via “Zoom” 


https://hwrsd-org.zoom.us/j/83044012186 
Meeting ID: 830 4401 2186 


No password 


KITCHEN 


encounters, Inc. 





2021-Time to organize your closet! 


Custom built in Wilbraham. Come see our showroom. 
15 Railroad Avenue, Wilbraham ¢ 413-596-6535 
www.kitchen-encounters.com 


Advertising Sales 
Jocelyn Walker 
jwalker@turley.com 


Editor 
Elise Linscott 
elinscott@turley.com 


Subscriptions 
$45 per year pre-paid 
($50 out of state) 


WEB 


www.wilbrahamhampdentimes. 
turley.com 


f ] @ Wilbraham-Hampden Times 


: se Se 


A custom closet system is the 
necessity that will also be a luxury. 
We work with you to design and 
build the perfect closet system to 
match your needs, style and home. 





The Wilbraham-Hampden Times 
is published by 
Turley Publications, Inc. * www.turley.com 
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Hampden Wilbraham Partners for Youth Coalition member 
spotlight: Dan Menard 


Menard and William Jakes of the Hampden Police 
Department. 


HAMPDEN/WILBRAHAM - Hampden police offi- 
cer Dan Menard represents the Law Enforcement Sector 
in the Hampden-Wilbraham Partners for Youth Coali- 
tion, but he is probably best known as HWRSD’s School 
Resource Officer for over 20 years, making him one of 
the most tenured SRO’s in the Commonwealth of Mas- 
sachusetts. 





Officer Menard has been involved with the Hamp- 
den Wilbraham Partners for Youth Coalition since its in- 
ception in 2014. His contributions to Coalition work are 
extensive. He has run the drug and alcohol awareness 
program in the school district and annually provides an 
alcohol education curriculum to sophomores which cov- 
ered the laws, stages of dependency, and operating under 
the influence. 

Menard is a key resource for disseminating informa- 
tion to the community, and he helps to guide coalition 
action planning by sharing his knowledge based on his 
experiences in law enforcement, and recruiting others in 
law enforcement to assist with coalition efforts. He takes 
every opportunity to be involved in training that the coa- 
lition offers, as he feels it is essential to his work and his 
duties. After attending many years of training events, Of- 
ficer Menard emphasizes his biggest impression of these 
capacity building activities is “the number of passion- 
ate people committed to changing negative community 
trends and the sharing of data with the community to 
help make that change,” he said. 

Officer Menard’s personal motivation for being part 
of the Coalition “is to be the best resource possible for 
schools, parents,and students in our communities relat- 
ing to juvenile issues and community trends.” 

He believes the most important focus point this year 
is youth mental health. He is concerned about the impact 
that the pandemic has had on young people, and possible 
increases in issues such as substance use and truancy. 

Menard also noted that the community must contin- 
ue to acknowledge the presence of opioids simmering 
beneath the surface in our region. Ultimately, Officer 
Menard believes we must decrease the stigma of using 
support services and consider how to decrease barriers 
to those suffering with substance use disorder. He urges 
“parents and community leaders to be involved in the 
Coalition because this brings diversity and different 
opinions on what the problems are in a community and 
the ways to go about solving those problems.” 





Wilbraham 
Women’s 
Club 
scholarships 


WILBRAHAM / 
HAMPDEN — The Wil- 
braham Women’s Club is 
offering two $1,000 schol- 
arships to Wilbraham or 
Hampden residents who 
are graduating — seniors 
planning on attending a 
four-year college or uni- 
versity. 

Applications are avail- 
able in the guidance office 
at Minnechaug Regional 
High School. If a student 
attends a private school 
and would like an applica- 
tion, contact Mrs. Agnew 
at (413) 596-9480. The 
deadline for receipt of the 
application is April 5. 


Eastfield Mall » 1655 oe Road, Springfield 


CELEBRATE ST. PATRICK'S DAY! 


Preorder Your Favorite St. Pat s Meals! 


Donovan's Irish Pub will be taking preorders for 
Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinners, Corned Beef Sandwiches, 
Grilled Reuben's, and Whole Belly Clams. 


Order for pick up on Monday, March 15th, 
Tuesday, March 16th or Wednesday, March 17th. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 


pied by the item in the 


advertisement. 








The restaurant will be closed, for inside dining, 
on Monday, March 15, 2021 and Tuesday, March 16, 2021. 
Takeout will be available from 11 am until 7 pm both days. 
We will accept only preorders on those days. 
Orders must be placed at least 24 hours ahead of time. 


We will be open for inside dining on 
Wednesday, March 17, 2021 (by reservation only), 
but we will also accept preordered takeout. Again, 

all orders must be placed at least 24 hours ahead of time. 


Call now to place your preorders! 
If you get the answering machine, please leave 
a name and number, and we will get back to you. 


413-543-0791 * www.donovanspub.com {Kj 


Find us on: 


facebook. 





Courtesy photos 
Officer Dan Menard, a member of the Hampden 
Wilbraham Partners for Youth Coalition. 


THE BEST FRESH 
FOR GOOD HEALTH! 


7 4 Specials February 24th — March 2nd 
Fresh Green Asparagus...$1.99 Ib 


Snow White Cauliflower 
Large Heads ... 2/$4.00 


Zucchini Squash 
ee $1.49 Ib 


Green Peppers Extra Large..$1.49 Ib 
Sweet Grape Tomatoes _ 

Pint Size........ 2/$3.00 ' 

Seediess Hot House e- 
Cucumbers.....2/$3.00 


Romaine Lettuce Hearts 
Golden Ripe Pineapples........ 2/$5.00 , 














3 Pack....2/$4.00 


From Randall’s Kitchen 


Meatless Serilen Specials 


Every Wednesday and Friday 
Fresh Baked Hot Cross Buns 


February 25th is 


National Chili Day! 
Celebrate With 
Chef Mike’s Famous Chill 


Bring On The Sunshine!, 
Sunny Mini Daffodils ™>\4).~ . 
4-Inch Pots $2.99 Sy 


“You Are My Sunshine” 
Bouquets $12.99 


—) 


4 









Springtime Tulips 
10 Stem Bunches $7.99 


Plan Your 2021 Garden 


Garden Seeds Are Here! "ES 
Start Your Vegetables and Flowers Inside 


Seed Starting Supplies 
Peat Pellets and Pots, Recycled Cow Pots, 
Mini Greenhouses, Plant Misters and MORE 


SPECIAL ~ Seed Starting Soil 
Custom Mix - 5 Quart Bags 
3 For $10.00 or $4.99 Each 


VR Aw st) 








631 CENTER ST. Route 21 Mass Tpke Exit 7 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 © www.randallsfarm.net 


WINTER HOURS: OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM-7 PM 
Find us on and Yougjiit 
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B OBITUARIES 


Death 
Notices 


Gottsche, Norman 
Wilbur 
Died January 16, 2021 


Wilbraham-Hampden Times 


OBITUARY 
POLICY 








Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$120, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 


“QANDALL'S 
FARM 
& GREENHOUSE 
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Norman W. Gottsche 
1931-2021 


us 
u 


HAMPDEN — Norman Wilbur 
Gottsche, 89, of Hampden, passed 
away Jan. 16, 2021 at his home sur- 
rounded by his loving family. Nor- 
man, son of the late Carl Gottsche 
and Gladys (Wells) Bodurtha, was 
born in Springfield on June 28, 1931. 
He attended Agawam High School 
and went on to proudly serve his country in the U.S. 
Navy onboard the U.S.S. Currituck. After his service, he 
worked in auto body repair and as a mechanic. He was 
employed as a fleet mechanic, welder, and fabricator at 
Ledger’s Rubbish Removal and Commercial Disposal. 
He retired in 1995 from BFI, formally the Ahearn Truck- 
ing Company. Norm was truly devoted to his family. He 
cherished his daughters Cheryl, Cathy, and Donna and 
loved his sons-in-law Bob, Mike, and Dan. If help was 
needed in the family, he was the first person called and 
always came through with the advice or the reassurance 
that was needed. He taught his sons-in-law tricks to do 
their own maintenance around the house and the yard. 
When his grandsons Michael, Matthew, and Ryan joined 
the family, he had a special love for them all. He was 
their chauffeur in his red Ford pickup truck which was 
adorned with horseshoes on the side. He was also their 
number one fan at all their sporting events and their life 
advisor. He took great pride in all of their many accom- 
plishments. Besides his deep devotion to his family, 
Norm had a great love of horses which he shared with his 
daughters. Many horses lived in the beautiful barn that he 
built by himself. He named his property Little Lot Farm. 
Norm loved a spirited horse and was a true cowboy in 
the saddle. He also did many miles of carriage driving, 
and many Hampden people will remember him riding 
or driving with his good friend and fellow cowboy Jeff 
Green. Norman was a man of many talents always hard- 
working, an inventor who held no patents. He worked 
well into his 80’s. If you gave him a wrench or hammer, 
he could build or repair anything. He constructed utility 
trailers, mowed lawns, and rototilled too many gardens to 
count under the name of Norm’s Rototilling. In addition 
to his parents, he was predeceased by his wife, Pauline 
(Sonoski) Gottsche; and his brothers, Robert and Gordon 
Gottsche. Norman will be missed by all who knew him, 
including his loving daughters, Cheryl Ann Cheetham 
and her husband Robert of Monson, Cathy Sue Cam- 
milleri and her husband Michael of Hampden, and Don- 
na Lee Nodell and her husband Daniel of Monson; his 
grandchildren, Michael Cammilleri, Matthew Nodell, 
and Ryan Nodell; his sister, Martha Johnson of Louden, 
NH; his sister-in-law, Edith Gottsche of Agawam; and 
many nieces, nephews, extended family members and 
friends. He was a favorite in his neighborhood where he 
lived for 56 years. All services for Norman are private. 
A celebration of Norman’s life will be held at a later 
date. In lieu of flowers, memorial donations in Norman’s 
memory may be made to Central New England Equine 
Rescue Inc. 96 New Braintree Road West Brookfield, 
MA 01585 or Gary Sinise Foundation P.O. Box 368 
Woodland Hills, CA 91365. 


CUSTOM & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 


Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 
631 Center Street, Ludlow 
589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 


NSP. 


BUY DIRECT AND SAVE $$$ _ gaaiGrniTisai 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


PORK SHOULDER 


BEEF TOP SIRLOIN 
SPOON ROAST 








USDA INSP. FROZEN 
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FUNDS 1 from page 1 


pay at least an 8% more on each assess- 
ment until 2036. 

“For Hampden, this year, our as- 
sessment increased from $603,000 to 
$706,000; a $103,000 increase,” said Dav- 
enport. 

“(The annual 8%) is a significant in- 
crease, and so there should be and ought to 
be a meeting and explanation about this,” 
said Wilbraham Town Administrator Nick 
Breault. 

The audit, which looked at the board’s 
operations from January 2014 to Decem- 
ber 2017, exposed a pattern of misman- 
agement, malfeasance, waste, abuse, pos- 
sible fraud, violation of state ethic laws 
and conflicts of interest committed by the 
county’s retirement board. 

According to the report, approximate- 
ly $234,000 of taxpayer and state employ- 
ee contributions were spent on 119 false 
invoices for services never provided. The 
retirement board continuously approved 
the expenses without contracts for ser- 
vices or documentation to monitor the 
performance of vendors. 

“By the invoices that contain reference 
to track or order numbers, these numbers 
were fictitious, as were most references to 
company websites,” said Davenport. “I’ve 
held a number of public positions, and 
false invoices are generally a red flag to 
indicate misappropriation of funds or em- 
bezzlement.” 

And the county retirement board vio- 
lated procedure by making multiple attor- 
neys members of the system, paying them 
$179,266 in legal fees and $448,210 in 
premiums. 

“The significance there is that our em- 
ployees pay 50% of their premium, and 
we pay 50%. They were paying 90% of 
the premiums for their lawyers,” said Dav- 
enport, noting that they spent taxpayers’ 
dollars. 

The report also discussed issues with 
the board’s travel and appropriate expens- 
es related to travel, along with board ex- 
pense documentation, Breault said. 

Three county retirement board mem- 
bers violated state ethics and conflict of 
interests laws by spending $10,936 on 
travel, lodging, recreation and entertain- 
ment while attending conferences. Chair- 
person Richard Theroux submitted $1,825 
for non-hotel lodging expenses while at- 
tending a conference in Cape Cod. 

Two of the four receipts submitted by 
Theroux specified nonexistent properties 
in close proximity to his Cape Cod con- 
dominium. The other two receipts listed a 
rental company that does not conduct busi- 
ness near the area in question. 

Auditors reported various discrepan- 
cies with the signatures on lodging docu- 
ments provided. 

Additionally, three county retirement 
board members received social security, 
paying a total of $4,842; in the state of 
Massachusetts, public employees are not 
eligible for social security. 

Auditors noted that monthly bank state- 
ments do not agree with the general ledger 
by approximately $5-13,400. Theroux was 
also given a raise without documentation. 

Over the course of the audit, the county 
retirement board 
paid = approxi- 
mately $80,000 
on bank fees 
while other re- 
tirement boards 


PICNIC secsersterserserse> OD 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


PORK COUNTRY STYLE 
RIBS crsunmnnmnmnnmnn? Wve 


USDA INSP. HUMMEL BROS 


KIELBASA 20 ozs Mtoe 


WUNDERBAR BOLOGNA...” 0 4; 


LENTEN-SPECIALS 


USDA INSP FROZEN » 


\TILAPIA FILLETS 
BREADED FISH STICKS eee: 


WHOLE OCTOPUS 


> fF 4 


or STEAKS 
a 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


VEAL CUTLETS 
$799 
Ib 


USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY 


80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF 


$977; 


SALE DATES: 
2/25/21 - 3/3/21 


Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 © Sat. 8-3 


BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS * SELECTION * SERVICE 


BONELESS & SKINLESS 


CUTUP CHICKEN 20. OB 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


VARIETY PACK 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


CHICKEN THIGH 


BONE-IN 1012346 ummm (OS 


USDA INSP. NATHAN’S 


ALL BEEF 


ATIC eei(qeey 90 Avocado St. 
Springfield 


We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 





CORN DOGS srncco 2mm” 2s 


413-737-1288 


www.90meat.com 


pay no fees, 
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February 25, 2021 


said Davenport. 

Additionally, documents containing 
Overtime payment information only lists 
staff names and salaries with no indication 
of hours worked or hourly wages. 

Following the Monday morning call 
with area town administrators, Breault and 
Hampden Town Administrator Bob Markel 
said they’re in the process of organizing a 
special meeting with the county retirement 
board to “ask for answers and probably de- 
mand very fundamental change, not only 
in the way the board operates but also in 
personnel,” Markel said. 

“We intend as a group to reach out to 
all the entities that are part of this (system) 
and make sure if they haven’t received the 
report... which we believe they have, that 
they know about it,’ Breault said. 

Markel observed similar mismanage- 
ment by the Essex Regional Retirement 
Board in 2010 during his tenure as Ips- 
wich’s town manager; Markel was con- 
sidered critical to the reform of the Essex 
board before leaving Ipswich in 2011, but 
considers the current dilemma to be the 
worst he’s seen. 

“This is worse than Essex County was,” 
said Markel. “It’s inconceivable that you 
could have such mismanagement of funds. 
These are the funds that taxpayers in all the 
towns contribute as well as the employees 
themselves.” 

Markel and other area officials have 
been in communication with the state’s 
Public Employee Retirement Administra- 
tion Commission, which has referred the 
results of the audit to the appropriate au- 
thorities for legal action. 

“Tt seems to me that those appropriate 
authorities would be the Attorney General 
as well as the State Ethics Commission,’ 
said Markel. 

“We will see what happens on that 
side,’ said Wilbraham Town Counsel Tom 
Sullivan during the meeting in Wilbraham, 
referring to state authorities. 

Markel said that the employees of 
Hampden County, other than in cities that 
have their own retirement boards, are enti- 
tled to an explanation. 

“When we have to contribute as we do 
next year over $100,000 in new contribu- 
tions to the county retirement board, that 
takes money that we could use for other 
purposes in Hampden,” said Markel. 

Hampden Selectwoman Mary Ellen 
Glover applauded Markel for taking the 
lead and supports further investigation by 
PERAC. She considers the meeting of dif- 
ferent communities with the county retire- 
ment board to be a good first step. 

“Tt certainly seems like there’s malfea- 
sance going on at the very least. It seems 
to me that it puts our people’s retirement in 
a very tenuous place. We don’t know what 
will happen. We have to be vigilant on this 
because we want to protect our employ- 
ees,” said Glover. 

Hampden Selectman John Flynn said 
he’s also “had enough,” adding that region- 
al communities must now take a stand. 

“This is the worst increase I’ve seen 
percentage-wise in the years I’ve been 
here. It shows a callous disregard to the 
member communities to think that they can 
just ask for any bill and we’re going to pay 
it. This can’t keep going on,” said Flynn. 

Dalton Zbierski can be reached at dz- 
bierski@ turley.com. Elise Linscott contrib- 
uted reporting to this story. 





February 25, 2021 






























= \ f ec 




















E EXPANDED OUR 



























































PUBLIC NOTICES 2 


WA Y EB SIT E 1 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


HAMPDEN — The Hampden Se- 
nior Center celebrated the American 
Heart Month, which occurs every 
February, with cake and cards. 
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Hampden Senior Center celebrates 
American Heart Month 


Photos courtesy of the Hampden Senior Center 


said Donna Richardson, admuinistra- 
tive assistant and volunteer coordi- 
nator for the senior center. “We even 
decorated the icicles!” 


VISIT 
www.publicnotices.turley.com 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


“We gave out almost 100 pieces 
of dark chocolate mousse cake along 
with homemade cards from 13-year- 
old Cal Blanchard of Hampden,’ 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
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Selectmen meeting. “It’s just a matter of 
decision-making from the DPH based on 
supply.” 

Individuals who received their first 
dose of the COVID-19 vaccine on Feb. 11 
have been scheduled to receive their sec- 
ond dose on March 11. Thursday’s vac- 
cine recipients will receive their second 
dose a month later. 

The state is now in the second group 
of Phase II of the vaccine rollout, mean- 
ing individuals 65 and older and those 
with two or more comorbidities are now 
eligible to receive the vaccine. 

Conselino said Monday that vaccine 
appointments this week were already 
filled, but the clinic will set up a wait list 
in case there are cancellations. 

Home-bound seniors in both towns 
have been identified and will receive their 
first dose of the vaccine this week, she 
said. 

“We'll see if they give us vaccines for 
next week — we’ll find out by the end of 


the week,’ Conselino said. 

The municipal vaccination clinic, 
available to both Wilbraham and Hamp- 
den residents, is currently operating out of 
the Wilbraham Senior Center. Residents 
can call either the Wilbraham or Hamp- 
den senior center for help making an ap- 
pointment or signing up for the wait list. 

Caretakers for those 75 and older can 
also receive a vaccine at one of the mass 
vaccination sites. The closest mass vac- 
cination site and the only one in Western 
Mass. is operating at the Eastfield Mall. 

The COVID-19 case count has contin- 
ued to decline over the last couple weeks. 
Conselino said as of Monday, there were 
24 active cases she was monitoring in 
Wilbraham, moving the town out of the 
“red,” highest-risk zone. The current pos- 
itivity rate is 2.3%. 

Of those 24 cases, four were school 
district students, and 10 were household 
members of those students. There was one 
active case in a long-term care facility in 
town. 
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his week we will delve into part 2 of the 

great milk jug seed starting experiment, 

posed by Barbara who wrote in last week 

wondering if I have had any success with this 
trendy technique. 

Here are the nuts and bolts! Start with clean 
gallon containers, the see-through kind that water 
or milk come in. About four inches up, just be- 
low the handle, safely cut around the jug, leaving 
an inch or so on either side of the handle as a 
“hinge.” 

You should be able to bend the top back and 
forth. Make a number of drainage holes in the 
bottom; three or four per quadrant. There is a lot 
of advice out there on how to do that, from drill- 
ing holes, to twisting an exacto knife around and 
around and even using a hot tool to melt a hole 
in the plastic (really!). I generally like to make 
holes in reused plastic containers by banging a 
large nail through the bottom into a piece of scrap 
lumber placed underneath. 

Once the drainage holes are made, fill the 
bottom of the jug with moist seed starting mix. 
‘Coast of Maine’ has recently become my favor- 
ite after a few years of trying out new brands. 
With the soil in place, sow your seeds. If the 
seeds are tiny or even relatively tiny, don’t cover 
them with soil, simply space them out evenly on 
top and press into the surface. 

You may wonder how to deal with tiny seed. 


Milk jug seed starting part 2 


I place it in a folded index card and gently tap 
the card so that the seeds fly out. If you can han- 
dle the seed easily, do cover with only a small 
amount soil, say an eighth of an inch or so and 
firm down. How many seeds to sow 1s a tricky 
question. If you want to keep the plants in the 
jug until they go in the garden, then hope for 
four plants, maybe six per jug at the most, figur- 
ing how big they will be at transplant stage. For 
tricky germinators, perhaps double or triple the 
amount of seed you sow versus how many you 
desire. If germination is great, you can always 
transplant some out. Close the container and seal 
it with duct tape. Be sure to label the jug with the 
plant name via a paint pen, really the only writing 
utensil that won’t smear, fade or wash away when 
exposed to the elements. 

Place the jugs in full exposure outdoors and 
with the cap off, so that heat can escape and small 
amounts of moisture can penetrate. When the 
temperature outdoors heats up past 60 degrees, 
be sure to take the duct tape off and vent your 
seedlings. Check often and water as needed. The 
pros recommend to cover with a blanket if frost 
threatens or even move heat lovers inside on cold 
nights. To prevent tip-over by four-legged friends 
or playful kids, pros also suggest putting the jugs 
in trays or bins. 

As you can see, this method is not mainte- 
nance-free, but certainly worthy of a try especial- 
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IN THE 
GARDEN 
ly for gardeners who are = 
short on indoor space or 
in the mood to get their 
hands dirty earlier in 
the season than normal. 
January and February is 
the perfect time to start 
seeds that need a cold 
treatment. Look for key 
terms on the seed packet, such as “stratification 
needed,’ “sow in the fall,” or other terms. 

You can begin to sow cold hardy annuals in 
March- think chard, spinach, kale, snapdragons, 
bachelor button and the like, while April should 
be reserved for warmth-lovers like pepper, toma- 
to, basil, zinnias and marigolds, paying special 
attention to frost predictions and bringing these 
plants in as needed. 

Well Barbara, thank you for the great topic! I 
promise to give this method a try and will report 
back my successes and failures. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stock- 
bridge School of Agriculture at the University of 
Massachusetts. For the last 28 years, she has held 
the position of staff horticulturalist at Old Stur- 
bridge Village. She enjoys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
ekennedy@turley.com with “Gardening Ques- 
tion” in the subject line. 





Roberta McQuaid 











Letters 
to the Editor 


Academy houses 
should be taxed 


I would like to discuss Taxing 
the houses given as part of their 
compensation to employees of Wil- 
braham-Monson Academy as part 
of their compensation, tantamount 
to paying them their full salary and 
charging them rent. Any part of 
a non-profit that receives income 
from their real estate shall be taxed 
on that real estate. Someone who 
receives free rental property shall 
include the Fair Market Rent, on 
their income tax return as additional 
income. 

I have talked with the Assessors 
in Boston, Cambridge, Amherst and 
Northampton who all have said that 
they tax those properties. I don’t un- 
derstand why our Assessors don’t do 
likewise and instead prefer to have 
the rest of the taxpayers of Wilbra- 
ham subsidize the Town’s services 
given to the Academy. 


Don Flannery, Wilbraham 
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In My Backyard 


By Ellenor Downer 


The last week of January, I 
saw a barred owl perched in a tree 
at the edge of my yard. Last year, 
I saw a barred owl in my yard 
on a regular basis. It would of- 
ten perch on the roof of my hen- 
house. This year, I had not seen 
it until recently. It was probably 
hoping to catch rodents hiding in 
the tall grass. 

The barred owl is a large, ear- 
less owl with dark eyes. It has 
barring on its head and chest with 
streaking underneath. It has gray 
and brown feathers and white 
spots on its back. It is about 17 
to 24 inches long. The barred owl 
and barn owl are the only owls 
with black eyes; all others have 
yellow eyes. 

The barred owl is one of the 
more vocal owls, often calling 
during the day and saying “hoo- 
hoo—hoohoo,” which sounds like 
“who cooks for you?’ The fe- 
male’s hoots are higher pitched 
than the male’s. They inhabit 
woods and woodland swamps. A 
pair often calls back and forth to 
each other. 
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The female lays two to four 
white eggs. She will use a nest 
box, which has a hole great- 
er than six inches or nest in an 
abandoned hawk or crow nest. 
The average territory is about one 
square mile. In winter, they may 
expand the territory with males 
often leaving the territory when 
food is scarce. In early spring, 
they return to their mate and ter- 
ritory. 

Injured barred owl 

I recently read a barred owl, 
which was struck by a car, and 
brought to the Cummings School 
Veterinary Medicine at Tufts 
University in Grafton for treat- 
ment, was returned to the wild. A 
man driving behind the vehicle, 
which hit the owl, saw it happen. 
He stopped as the owl appeared 
stunned and was flapping its 
wings. He wrapped it in his coat 
and called police. It was brought 
to Tufts and released back into 
the wild at a wildlife area near 
where it was found a few weeks 
later. 

Red-winged blackbird 

A Wheelwright resident saw 
his first red-winged blackbird 
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A barred owl. 


for 2021. He said he did not see 
the bird at his feeder, but he saw 
it perched in a tree and then in 
flight. 

Flock of robins 

I received an email from a 
North Brookfield resident on Jan. 
30. She said, “This week I had 
a flock of robins descend on my 
holly bush and eat every berry on 
it and it was full of berries.” She 
also had four starlings come to 
her feeders. 

Birds during snowstorm 

The month of February 
opened with a major snowstorm 
Monday, Feb. 1 into Tuesday, 
Feb. 2. It dumped over a foot 
of snow. The snow started early 
Monday and [ had a mourning 
dove, five or six blue jays, at 
least six American goldfinches, a 
pair of cardinals, three chipping 
sparrows, downy woodpeckers, 
red-bellied woodpecker, black- 
capped chickadees, tufted titmice 
and dark-eyed juncos. I also had 
a group of gray squirrels. Tues- 
day I had two squirrels tunneled 
into the snow to find the seeds on 
the ground under the tray feeder. 
Except for the mourning dove, 
all the birds from yesterday came 
to the feeders. The male cardi- 
nal stood out with his bright red 
feathers against the white snow. 

People may report a_ bird 
sighting or bird-related experi- 
ence by calling me at 413-967- 
3505, leaving a message at ext. 
100, emailing mybackyard88 @ 
aol.com or edowner @turley.com 
or mailing to Barre Gazette, P.O. 
Box 448, Barre, MA 01005. 
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Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri- 
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un- 
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail 
to elinscott@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon. 


Correction Policy 
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correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor- 
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito- 
rial pages. To request a cor- 
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu- 
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above. 

The Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den TIMES is published ev- 
ery Thursday by Turley Pub- 
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho- 
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos. 
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University 
of Maine 


announces 
fall 2020 
Dean’s List 


The University of Maine 
recognized 4,133 students for 
achieving Dean’s List honors 
in the fall 2020 semester. Of 
the students who made the 
Dean’s List, 2,670 are from 
Maine, 1,366 are from 38 
other states and 97 are from 
35 countries other than the 


SPRINGFIELD — Close to 750 students 
have been named to the Fall 2020 Dean’s 
List at Western New England University. To 
qualify for the Dean’s List, students must 
achieve a GPA of 3.30 or higher. 

“We are so proud of our Dean’s List 
students who demonstrated an unwavering 
commitment to excellence in their studies 
despite the unique challenges of our fall se- 
mester,’ said Dr. Robert E. Johnson, Pres- 
ident. 

“Of the roughly 3,000 colleges and 
universities tracked by the College Crisis 
Initiative, Western New England Univer- 
sity was among just 27% nationwide that 
resumed primarily ‘in-person’ teaching 
last fall. Our Dean’s List students stayed 


USS. focused and engaged; they should be very 
Due to the unusual and proud of their achievements. Well done, 
challenging circumstances Golden Bears!” 


faced this semester amid the 
global pandemic, the univer- 
sity has modified its Dean’s 
List policy for the fall 2020 
term. The requirement that 
students earn 12 calcula- 
ble credits to be eligible for 
Dean’s List has been waived. 
Instead, students will be eli- 
gible 1) if they earned Dean’s 
List recognition in spring 
2020 and have placed all of 
their fall 2020 courses on 
pass/fail; or 2) if they have 
earned a minimum GPA of a 
3.5, regardless of the number 
of credits taken, in fall 2020. 

Wilbraham: Jake Hotal- 
ing, Josh Lynn, Laura Tom- 
linson. 


The following students have earned 
their place on Western New England Uni- 
versity’s distinguished Dean’s List: 

Anthony DiNoia, of Hampden, working 
toward a BSE in Mechanical Engineering. 

Ryan Frangie, of Hampden, working to- 
ward a BSBA in Sport Management. 

Matthew King, of Hampden, working 
toward a Pre-Pharmacy. 

Samantha Barron, of Wilbraham, work- 
ing toward a BSBA in Accounting. 

Isabella Bartolomei, of Wilbraham, 
working toward a BSE in Mechanical En- 
gineering. 

Julia Britton, of Wilbraham, working 
toward a BA in Psychology. 

Marykate Caron, of Wilbraham, work- 
ing toward a BSBA in Marketing Commu- 
nication/Advertising. 

Samantha Dion, of Wilbraham, working 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Ancient Persian city 

5. spindles 

11. Stake 

12. Retrain 

16. Close by 

17. Commercial 

18. One who publicly 
announces 

19. American ballplayer 

24. Junior’s father 

25. GO up or climb 

26. Concern 

2/.When you hope to 
get there 

28. lacocca and Oswald 
are two 

29. Plant of the lily 
family 

30. Male college 
organization 

31. National capital 

33. Raccoonlike animal 


39. Series of ridges in 
anatomy 

40), Hebrew leader 

43. A portent of good 
or evil 

44, Supreme goddess 

45, Gelatinous substance 

49, Engage in a contest 

90. Famed ballplayer Ruth 

51. Pledge 

53. -__, denotes past 14. Having made a valid 

54, Revival will 

56. Spanish surname 

58. Gold 

99. Elsa’s sister 

60. Workplace 

63. Large quantity of 
something 

64. Engraved 

65. Discount 


4, Large nests 

5. soviet “Second 35. For cigars 

6. Joins two pipes of 
different diameter 

7. Exist 

8. Overdose 

9. Pleat of fabric 

10. Predict the future 


38. Gym class 


State 


15. Having no fixed course coin 

20.___ route 47. Unkeyed 

21. Lethal dose 48. Rechristen 

22. Indian musical pattern 
of notes 

23. Athlete 

27. Geological times 

29, Atomic #21 

30. In support of 

31. Brew 

32. Certificate of 


51. Southeast 


55. Regretted 
57. Thus 
CLUES DOWN 


1. Shoe (abbr.) 
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34. Type of saying 


Symphony” composer 36. Phil _, former CIA 
37. Local area network 


40, Philippine Island 
41, Not great or bad 
42. Eastern part of NY 
13. Burgeoning technology 44. Gov’t lawyers 


45. Constructions 
46. Former British gold 


90. Threaten persistently 


52. Cools your home 
54. Removes the leaves 


61. Relief organization 





Local students named to Western New 
England University’s Fall 2020 Dean’s List 


toward a BSBA in Marketing Communica- 
tion/Advertising. 

Thomas Dufour, of Wilbraham, work- 
ing toward a BSBA in Accounting. 

Sophia Eady, of Wilbraham, working 
toward a BA in Psychology. 

Serena Fiore, of Wilbraham, working 
toward a BSBA in Marketing. 

Dillon Fitzgerald, of Wilbraham, work- 
ing toward a BA in Psychology. 

Hailie Franklin, of Wilbraham, working 
toward a BSBA in Marketing. 

Eric Garete, of Wilbraham, working 
toward a BSBA in Management & Leader- 
ship. 

Dylan Hathaway, of Wilbraham, work- 
ing toward a BSBA in Marketing. 

Tristan Hebert, of Wilbraham, working 
toward a degree in Engineering. 

Alex Henry, of Wilbraham, working to- 
ward a BA in Psychology. 

Claire Jin, of Wilbraham, working to- 
ward a BA in Psychology. 

Alexandra Karpinski, of Wilbraham, 
working toward a BSBA in Accounting. 

Jeffrey Marceau, of Wilbraham, work- 
ing toward a BS in Criminal Justice. 

Ryan Monteiro, of Wilbraham, working 
toward a BS in Criminal Justice. 

Julia Nemphos, of Wilbraham, working 
toward a BSE in Mechanical Engineering. 

Luke Proto, of Wilbraham, working to- 
ward a BSBA in Marketing. 

Kylie Rodrigues, of Wilbraham, work- 
ing toward a BS in Criminal Justice. 

Sarah Schultz, of Wilbraham, working 
toward a BSBA in Business Analytics & 
Information Management. 

Frasier Vachon, of Wilbraham, working 
toward a BS in Biology. 
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WNEU Fall 2020 
President’s List 


SPRINGFIELD — More than 500 students have been 
named to the Fall 2020 President’s List at Western New 
England University. To qualify for the President’s List, 
students must achieve a GPA of 3.80 or higher. 

The following students have earned their place on 
Western New England University’s distinguished Pres- 
ident’s List: 

Allison Coopee, of Hampden, working toward a BSE 
in Biomedical Engineering. 

Anthony Craig, of Hampden, working toward a 
Pre-Pharmacy. 

Zachary Ferrara, of Hampden, working toward a BS in 
Criminal Justice. 

Emma Kate Miller, of Hampden, working toward a BS 
in Criminal Justice. 

Matthew Roath, of Hampden, working toward a BA in 
Law & Society. 

Kelsey Stewart, of Hampden, working toward a BA in 
Psychology. 

Jordan Brown, of Wilbraham, working toward a BA in 
American Studies. 

Thomas Carpenter, of Wilbraham, working toward a 
BS in Psychology. 

Vivian Cheng, of Wilbraham, working toward a 
Pre-Pharmacy. 

Mikenzie Crowther, of Wilbraham, working toward a 
BSBA in Business Analytics & Information Manage- 
ment. 

Sara Garete, of Wilbraham, working toward a BSBA in 
Management & Leadership. 

Grant Maziarz, of Wilbraham, working toward a degree 
in Engineering. 

Michael O’ Toole, of Wilbraham, working toward a 
degree in Business. 

Antonio Palermo, of Wilbraham, working toward a 
BSBA in Finance. 

Rebekah Sherman, of Wilbraham, working toward a 
degree in Arts & Sciences. 

Sarah Sherman, of Wilbraham, working toward a BA 
in English. 

Molly-Jane Sullivan, of Wilbraham, working toward a 
BSE in Biomedical Engineering. 
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$69°° 


INCLUDES TOE - ALL OTHER 
ADJUSTMENTS EXTRA 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 

Expires 2/28/21 T 





(Up to $50/Parts only/not valid with other coupon offers) 
e Automatic Transmission Service 
e FREE Towing during working hours 
' (to Jackson's for repair within 15 mile radius) 
vd ¢ Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles « Snow Tire Changeover 
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5 Star Authorized 

Registered State 

Emissions Repair 
Facility #RPOO8269 


34. Symbols of fertility 
38. Astronomy unit 


62. Exclamation of 
surprise 


insurance 
33. Taxi 


2. Disquiet 
3. Posture 





1307 Park Street (Route 20), Palmer, MA 
413-289-1016 « 800-662-1016 





TEMPORARY HOURS: MON-FRI 8-4 
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A COMMUNITY GALLERY 





Sledding at Fountain Park in Wilbraham last weekend. Photo by David Miles. 


Rosie and Megan Kissane 
with Nola and Kaitlin 
Foppiano at Rice Fruit 
Farm on Feb. 20. 

Photo by David Miles. 





Sledding at Fountain Park in Wilbraham last weekend. Photo by David Miles. « 





! MASS 


NS JER 


ll 


a 
ee | 
S. Model 4 Ford Restore) 


noes ah oS (ese S 
oe SS ag Or ES 


- 
‘ - _ 
7  - 3 - 


Youth recreation league basketball in the Memorial School gymnasium. Photo by David Miles. ceases ae Ford stationed at the Wilbraham Senior Center along with a 
oto by David Miles. 





THE WILBRAHAM SHOPS - 2341 


One Stop Convenience to Your Favorite Resteée 


MONDAY-THURSDAY 10-8 e FRIDAY 10-7 ¢ SATURDAY & SUNDAY 10-4 e 
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of their children, 


Stephanie Chapin and Lachay Feria 





Congratulations! We love you! 


Send us in your announcements! 
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc. 


Please send to elinscott@turley.com 





Grant Farrington of Hampden catches up on the 
news ahead of his third birthday. 
Photo courtesy of Geoffrey Farrington. 





celebration for Wilbraham resident Warren Christensen’s 100" birthday. 





BOSTON ROAD, WILBRAHAM, MA 
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25% OFF 


Your Total Purchase 


(With This Coupon!) 
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413.596.8834 





Page 10 


HISTORICAL WILBRAHAM 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


February 25, 2021 


Ridge Road: From Colonial times to present day McMansions 


‘The day the Tower burned’ 


By Charlie Bennett 
Times Editor Emeritus 


Three Roads 
When the colony of 
Springfield had custody of 
Wilbraham in the early 1700’s 
and called it The Outward 





Commons, they laid out three roads north 
and south, from the Chicopee River 
on the east to the Connecticut line to 
the south. 

According to town _ historian 
Henry Edson (1878-1963) the road 
that ran along the top of Wilbraham 
Mountain was called in all the ear- 
ly deeds, “The Middle Road”. Later 
it was named, more appropriately, 
Ridge Road. Main Street was called 


» 56 Years Ago 

Card Party Planned 

Here is a news clipping report- 
ed by my mom, Ethel M. Bennett, 
who was the Wilbraham correspon- 
dent for the Springfield daily news- 
paper The Morning Union from 
the 1940’s through 1970’s. From a 
February, 1964 edition. “A public 
card party, sponsored by the Wom- 
en’s Christian Fellowship of Grace 
Union Church, will be held Feb. 12 
at 8 p.m. at the church parish hall. 

A valentine theme will be car- 
ried out for this project of which 
proceeds will go toward the church 
building improvement fund. Mrs. 
Henry Baush is chairman with 
Mrs. Byron Musselman, co-chair- 
man Mrs. Archie Godfrey, Mrs. 
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Farmer John Porteri erected The Tower 
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SPRING MARKET 
IS A FEW DAYS AWAY! 


Looking to buy? Looking to sell? 
Wheway Group is the team for you 


#1 TEAM WESTERN MASS. - COLDWELL BANKER REALTY 


Call Now to get the Wheway Team working for you! 


Pat Wheway—Assoc. Broker—413-478-1166 
David Mulak— Realtor® - 413-364-6400 
Rich Wheway—Realtor® - 413-221-8599 
www.whewaygroup.com 


Exclusive Real Estate 
Agents For 
Shaker Heights - 
Enfield, CT 
Paradise Creek - 
Ludlow, MA 
over 55 communities 


hese Y 


POU 


COLDWELL 
BANKER 


REALTY 
Licensed in MA, CT and FL 


along the west side of the Ridge Road to 
attract summer visitors, until the day it 
burned down. TIMES FILE PHOTO 


“The West Road” and the current Stony Hill 
Road was called just “The Road” according 
to ancient maps. 

Edson was a farmer, assessor, cemetery 
commissioner, tree warden and favorite son 
of the Glendale section of town. He loved to 
tell stories about the mountain side of Wil- 
braham. In his memoirs “Wilbraham Sto- 
ries” he elaborated on the history of Glen- 
dale and fondly recalled the folks who lived 
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John Burnet and Mrs. Donald Ross 
are in charge of refreshments.” 


Today the road is home to modern Mc- 
Mansions as well as more modest houses 
and many of them have fabulous views of 
the Pioneer Valley below. If you look close- 
ly you can see the top of tall buildings in 
downtown Springfield as well as a closer 
view of the Minnechaug Regional High 
School Campus immediately below the rise 
of the mountain. 





House at site of former picnic area visited by wealthy Springfield residents who 
escaped the summer heat around the turn of the century. PHOTO BY DAVID MILES 


on the east side of town. 

In his chapter on Ridge Road, he wrote 
that in the year 1769, the south part of Ridge 
Road was re-laid | % rods wide. (A rod is 
an old English measure of distance equal 
to 16.5 feet.) Then in 1823, the north part 
of Ridge Road, now one of the most desir- 
able addresses in town, from Peak Road to 
Mountain Road, was re-laid 2 rods wide. 


That section of the mountain was home 
to many influential Wilbraham farmer fam- 
ilies, some who were leaders in town, and 
some who fought in the French and Indian 
War and the Revolutionary War. 

Among those Ridge Road _ families 
were the Cadwells, Chapins, Beckwiths, 
Bartletts, Parsons and Elys who were early 
settlers of the town. The second generation 





of Cadwells and Chapins built their homes 
nearby on what is now Glen- 
dale Road. 

Knowlton and Cadwell 

One of the area’s more 
well-known inhabitants, Capt. 
Daniel Knowlton, lived on 
the ridge in the early 1800’s. 
Knowlton was an aide to Gen. 
George Washington. He was 
buried in Adams Cemetery in 
1866. His descendant, Mar- 
cus Perrin Knowlton, became 
Chief Justice of the Massachu- 
setts Supreme Court around 
1900. Other Knowltons, Fran- 
cis and Nathaniel, both served 
in the War of 1812. 

Early on in our military 
history men from Wilbraham, 
enlisted in the militia in 1755 
to serve in the French and In- 
dian War, after British general 
Edward Braddock landed in 
Virginia with two regiments 
of English troops. At the same 
time, a French army under 
Baron Dieskau was directed to 
conquer Albany and Quebec. 
Opposing them, Wilbraham’s 
soldiers served in action un- 
der Capt. Luke Hitchcock of 
Springfield. One of them was 


CashBack Checking 


is in your neighborhood. 


Looking for a new bank? Contact Us! 


Our Wilbraham Branch is ready to help you open your 
new account today so you can start earning cash back. 


e Cash Back on Debit Card Purchases 
e AIM Fee Refunds 

¢ No Monthly Maintenance Fees 

¢ No Minimum Balance 


CashBack 
Checking* 


WILBRAHAM BRANCH | 413-596-2848 


www.monsonsavings.bank MEMBERFDIC | MEMBER DIF 


*Minimum to open is $10. To earn cash back and nationwide ATM fee refunds each month, each statement cycle you must have at least 12 Monson Savings 
Bank debit card purchases post and settle, have at least 1 direct deposit post and settle, and be enrolled in and agree to receive e-statements. When 
monthly qualifications are met, you receive 10¢ for every “PIN-based” Monson Savings Bank debit card purchase transaction, 20¢ for every “signature- 
based” Monson spol Bank debit card purchase transaction, and 10¢ for every bill paid through our online bill pay service, up to a total cash back of $10 
So monthly statement cycle, posted to your account on the last day of the statement cycle. We will also reimburse up to a total of $10 in domestic ATM 
ees incurred pale’ the statement cycle if qualifications are met within the monthly statement cycle. Qualifying transactions must post to and settle account 
during monthly statement cycle. Transactions may take one or more banking days from the date transaction was made to post to and settle account. ATM 

rocessed transactions and transfers between accounts do not count as Se Tenet for purposes of earning rewards within this account. Cash 
ack rewards are subject to 1099 tax reporting. No monthly service charge. Available for personal accounts only. Limit one account per tax owner. 


Monson Savings 


Your Bank Forever 
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Anissa Velez holds 
the ball back as 
she looks to make 
a pass. 





Photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com 


High school football set to 
start next week 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION — While the vacci- 
nation effort is ongoing, there is 
still a need to make modifications 
to high school sports and football 
will be no different. 

High school football games 
are finally set to commence next 
month and those that are able to 
watch games will not see a major 
difference in how the games are 
played other than what happens 
behind the scenes and on the 
sidelines. 

Like all sports currently, 
football players will be required 
to wear face coverings. In the 
last couple of months, variants 
of COVID-19 coming from the 
United Kingdom and South Afri- 
ca have resulted in a more conta- 
gious mutations of the virus. As a 
result, people have been advised 
to wear multiple or multi-layer 
face coverings now. The MIAA 
is not allowing gaiter face cov- 
erings, but are not currently 
requiring the multi-layer cover- 
ings. Football players wear full 
helmets with some also wearing 
splash guards. The guards are be- 
ing encouraged as they provide 
an additional layer of protection. 


Larger teams like Longmead- 
ow, Central, and Holyoke will 
have limits to the number of 
players they can bring to the side- 
line. A maximum of just 45 play- 
ers will be allowed to dress for 
games and be on the sidelines. 

In many high school games, 
players are injured and unable to 
play, often wear their jerseys to 
the field and are on the sidelines 
to cheer on teammates. Those 
players will not be allowed in the 
Fall 2 season in order to limit the 
number of people on the side- 
lines of games. Only 45 players 
and a maximum of six coaches 
will be allowed on the sidelines 
along with other game personnel, 
like officials, the chain gang, and 
athletic trainers. 

The 45 players on the side- 
line will be required to have face 
coverings at all time and must be 
socially distant from one another. 

The coin toss, which usually 
features multiple captains going 
to midfield, will only feature one 
player from coach team and the 
referee. 

During games, when the ac- 
tion gets intense, players and 
coaches will often crowd the 


Please see FOOTBALL, page 12 


Maisie Straut follows through 
on her shot. 
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Jayla Comes makes a fade-away 
shot. 
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Lylah Jeannette makes a close 
layup attempt. 





Gabrielle Bartolomei gets ready 
to enter the paint. 
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SPORTS 


SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS 


www.sports.turley.com 





Lily Grono heads past the 
defense for a layup. 


WILBRAHAM - The Min- 
nechaug Regional High School 
girls basketball team was defi- 
nitely disappointed not to make 
a return trip to Curry Hicks Cage 
this season after some recent 
success the past few years. But 
the Falcons have been happy to 
get on the court with a 2-4 re- 
cord so far in the shortened sea- 
son. The Falcons own a pair of 
wins over Chicopee Comp, but 
have lost to East Longmeadow, 
Longmeadow, and Chicopee. 
The Falcons are set to wrap up 
the season this week with games 
against Baystate Academy and 
Longmeadow. 


Outlaw open entry lists loading up for 
Icebreaker, Thompson 300 


THOMPSON, Conn. — The 
Thompson Speedway Motor- 
sports Park oval is shaping up 
as the place to watch the big- 
gest stars of Tour-Type Modi- 
fied Racing in 2021. Entry lists 
for both the Icebreaker 125 on 
April 10/11 and the return of 
the Thompson 300 on October 
9/10 are already loaded with lo- 
cal, regional, and even national 
open-wheel racing headliners. 

As the first and last events 
of the season at the historic 
Connecticut track, both the Ice- 
breaker and the Thompson 300 
are expected to be the year’s 
two greatest shows. The early 
entries back up these expecta- 
tions with a mix of touring se- 
ries champions, track champi- 
ons, and big-time winners in the 
Modified ranks. With so many 
top drivers ready for action, the 
buzz that has surrounded the 
events for months will only get 
louder. 

Leading the roll call is six- 
time NASCAR Whelen Modi- 
fied Tour champion Doug Coby 
of Milford, CT. The modern 
Modified legend has filed en- 
tries for both the $10,000-to- 
win Icebreaker 125 and the 
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Submitted photos 


Tom Morris racing is back this season. 


$20,000-to-win Thompson 
300. Coby will compete at the 
Icebreaker in the #20CT Mod- 
ified Rick Czarnecki. For the 
Thompson 300, he will be be- 
hind the wheel of his own Doug 
Coby Racing #10CT car that 
debuted in 2020. 

Coby is one of multiple driv- 
ers planning to do double-duty 
with the Icebreaker and the NA- 
SCAR Modified Tour event at 
Virginia’s Martinsville Speed- 
way on April 8. Another is 
multi-time NASCAR Modified 
and Modified Racing Series 
(MRS) winner Eric Goodale of 
Riverhead, NY. Goodale, who 


is currently competing in the 
World Series of Asphalt Stock 
Car Racing at Florida’s New 
Smyrna Speedway, is looking 
forward to keeping the Thomp- 
son Modified tradition alive. 

“T love racing at Thomp- 
son,” Goodale said. “It’s one of 
my favorite tracks. I’m excited 
to do it. The thought to go into 
a Modified season and not have 
a Modified race at Thompson 
would be a bit disturbing. This 
is the stuff I grew up on, and 
I’m finally getting to live it ev- 
eryday. I'll be leaving Martins- 


Please see RACING, page 12 
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MIAA official recognized for leadership by NFHS 


FRANKLIN — The National Fed- 
eration of State High School Asso- 
ciations (NFHS) selected eight lead- 
ers in state high school associations 
to receive an NFHS Citation. This 
award honors individuals who have 
made contributions to the NFHS, 
state high school associations, ath- 
letic director and coaching profes- 
sions, the officiating avocation and 
fine arts/performing arts programs. 
The NFHS Citation is one of the 
most prestigious achievements in 
high school athletics and performing 
arts. 

The Massachusetts Interscho- 
lastic Athletic Association (MIAA) 
is extremely proud to announce the 
NFHS 2021 Section | Citation re- 
cipient: 

Sherry Bryant, associate execu- 
tive director of the MIAA. 

During her 30-year career at the 
Associations, Bryant has served as 


Financial Controller, Director of 
Human Resources, Technology Ad- 
vancement Leader, and Liaison to a 
number of sport Committees includ- 
ing, Field Hockey, Basketball, Gym- 
nastics, Skiing, Tennis, Softball, and 
co-liaison for Rugby. Bryant has 
also provided leadership through her 
service to the MIAA Tournament 
Management Committee, MIAA 
Blue Ribbon Committee on Gender 
Equity, the MIAA Covid-19 Task 
Force, and MIAA Women and Girls 
Leadership initiatives. At the nation- 
al level, she has served two terms on 
the NFHS Field Hockey Committee 
most recently as chair, is a leader in 
the NFHS/USA Field Hockey Advo- 
cacy Group, and has been appoint- 
ed to the NFHS Strategic Planning 
Committee. 

MIAA member, Field Hockey 
Committee Chair, Coach and retired 
Rockport High School Athletic Di- 


rector Mary Ryan stated, “Sherry 
is hands-down the ultimate profes- 
sional and so deserving of the NFHS 
Section | Citation. Her commitment, 
dedication and tireless work ethic on 
the local, state and national levels on 
behalf of our student-athletes, ath- 
letic directors and coaches is beyond 
reproach. | have the utmost respect 
and admiration for all that she does 
in the quest of Educational Athlet- 
ics. I have been so fortunate to call 
her my colleague and friend.” 

According to MIAA Executive 
Director Bill Gaine, “Sherry Bry- 
ant’s 30-year service to the MIAA 
membership as well as being a key 
Senior Executive teammate has been 
outstanding. I am very pleased her 
contributions to our NFHS Section 
1 colleagues and NFHS Association 
have been recognized and will be 
celebrated.” 


Nominees for volleyball hall announced 


HOLYOKE - The list of 25 nom- 
inees for the International Volley- 
ball Hall of Fame 2021 Induction 
has been announced and the Fan 
Vote presented by Mizuno is now of- 
ficially open through Feb. 28. 

Fans can vote daily for as many 
nominees as they feel are deserving 
of Induction. The top 5 nominees 
selected by the public will comprise 
a “fans’ ballot” that will be tallied 
along with the official selection 
committee ballots to pick the Class 
of 2021 inductees. 

“These 25 nominees represent 
11 different countries and some 
of the biggest names in volleyball 
from the past two decades and be- 


yond.” said George Mulry, Exec- 
utive Director of the International 
Volleyball Hall of Fame. “Having 
to skip the 2020 class of Induct- 
ees because of COVID has created 
a bit of a backlog that’s resulted in 
perhaps the strongest list of nomi- 
nees top to bottom we’ve ever had. 
I think it’s going to be really hard 
for people to narrow down their Fan 
Vote selections but it will also make 
this year’s Induction that much 
more special for the selected class.” 
The new class of Inductees will be 
announced in March and the 2021 
Induction Celebration is scheduled 
for Saturday, Oct. 23 and will be 
live streamed for anyone that cannot 


travel to Holyoke. Induction Cele- 
bration tickets will go on sale when 
the new class is announced. 

The nominees are: Taismary 
Aguero, Dr. Rolf Andresen, Manue- 
la Benelli, Gianfranco Briani, Julius 
Brink and Jonas Reckermann, Dr. 
Gabriel Cherebetiu, Sergio Dutra 
Santos, Giovane Gavio, Linda Han- 
ley, Barbara Jelic-Ruzic, Pieter Joon, 
Siegfried Kohler, Peter Lange, Andre 
Meyer, Samuele Papi, Carmelo Pit- 
tera, Bernardo Rezende, Todd Rog- 
ers, Yumilka Ruiz, Ricardo Santos, 
Clay Stanley, Sergey Tetyuhkhin, 
Logan Tom, Fernanda Venturini, and 
Elaine Youngs. 





Semi-pro team continues to add talent 


WORCESTER — The Massa- 
chusetts Pirates continue to bolster 
their depth chart at the wide receiv- 
er position. The organization has 
announced the signing of Alonzo 
Moore, who recently played in the 
AAF for the San Antonio Command- 
ers and the XFL for the Seattle Drag- 
ons. 

Moore (6’1”, 196 Ibs) spoke with 
masspiratesfootball.com and_ be- 
lieves he will fit in perfectly along- 
side other wide receivers on the Pi- 





HELP WANTED 


rates. 

“T expect all of us to come in and 
compete. It’s good that the position 
is becoming more crowded. It allows 
for different skill sets with different 
players.” 

With the addition of Moore, Pi- 
rates president and general manager 
Jawad Yatim is happy with the way 
the Pirates offense is shaping up. 

“Moore has big play ability, great 
combination of size and speed, and 
is a kid who can take the top off the 





defense and open things up for us un- 
derneath and in the run game. He’s 
going to put pressure on defenses 
and we’re happy to have him. I’m 
looking forward to seeing our of- 
fense come together and get to work. 
I think we have a good unit here, now 
we have to begin building continuity 
and familiarity with the offense and 
one another and I know my coaches 
will lead these guys in the right di- 
rection.” 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 


ADVERTISING SALES 


Do you want to work in your community helping local 
businesses connect with their customers? 

Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 
which tells the unique stories of our communities? 
If so, then join our team! 

Turley Publications is looking for an outgoing, 
energetic person interested in selling advertising 
for our community newspapers. 


The right candidate will assume an established 
territory that includes Palmer, Monson, and Ludlow. 


You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. Basic 
computer skills are required. Previous print sales 
experience is preferred but we will train the right 
candidate. Turley Publications, a locally owned 
family business, offers a competitive commission 
structure, 401k, and health plan. 


TurleyAa 


Publications, Inc. 


Send resume and cover letter to: 


Jamie Joslyn 
24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Email: jamie@turley.com 








the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement. 


ROBERTS ROOFS 


SPECIALIZING IN 
Slate ¢ Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters 
Historical Restoration ¢ Flat Roofing 
Snow Removal 
Snow/ice Damage Repair 
Tel. 413-283-4395 
Cell 413-237-9434 


www.RobertsRoofsinc.com 
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200 CENTER STREET * LUDLOW, MA 
“WE WORK FOR THE BUYER!” 
413-589-9191 
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RACING from page 11 


ville, heading home, switching the car over and head- 
ing right to Thompson for a double-header weekend.” 

Several other notable names have already joined 
Coby in committing early to both the Icebreaker 125 
and Thompson 300. Multi-time Thompson Speed- 
way champion and former NASCAR Weekly Racing 
Series national champion Keith Rocco of Berlin, CT 
will be gunning for the two five-figure first prizes in 
his familiar #57CT. So will former Modified Rac- 
ing Series (MRS) and International Supermodified 
Association (ISMA) champion Jonathan McKenne- 
dy of Chelmsford, MA. Others who beat the crowd 
with their entries include 2011 NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour champion Ron Silk, two-time MRS 
champion Chris Pasteryak, and recent MRS winner 
Ronnie Williams. 

The Icebreaker entry list alone, meanwhile, is 
nearing two dozen names with two months still to 
go before the event. One driver that everyone will 
have their eyes on is Franklin, MA’s Bobby San- 
tos III. Santos has become the dean of big-money 
open-wheel events in recent years, winning every- 
thing from the Musket 250 at New Hampshire Mo- 
tor Speedway to the Little 500 at Indiana’s Anderson 
Speedway. At the Icebreaker 125, Santos will be in 
the cockpit of the #44MA Tinio Racing car he has 
piloted to 11 NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour vic- 
tories. 

Other high-profile names preparing for the Ice- 
breaker 125 are MRS champion Anthony Nocella, 
recent World Series Modified Open winner Mike 
Christopher Jr., many-time Modified winner Rich- 
ard Savary, and former Pro-4 Modified standout 
Derek Robbie. While their Thompson plans remain 
to be seen beyond the Icebreaker, a good start could 
certainly spur them to attend more of the planned 
big-money events. 

The Icebreaker 125 is the opener of the new 
Thompson Outlaw Open Modified Series for 2021. 
The six-race series includes the annual Icebreaker, 
the Thompson 300 as part of the World Series of 
Speedway Racing, and four Wednesday night events 
held between June and September. The Wednesday 
events will pay a minimum of $5,000 to win; mean- 
while, the Icebreaker and Thompson 300 have guar- 
anteed top prizes of $10,000 and $20,000, respec- 
tively. All told, more than $250,000 in purse money 
will be posted at these six races. 

The Icebreaker 125 and Thompson 300 entry 
forms, along with the rules for the Outlaw Open 
Modified Series, have been posted at www.acttour. 
com/outlaw-open-modifieds(link is external). The 
early-entry deadlines are March 15 for the Icebreak- 
er 125 and April 15 for the Thompson 300. More in- 
formation about the series will be released through- 
out the season. 

Thompson Speedway opens its 82nd season 
with the 46th Icebreaker on Saturday, April 10 and 
Sunday, April 11. The Icebreaker 125 is part of a 
nine-division that also includes all of Thompson’s 
local divisions plus the Pro All Stars Series Super 
Late Models, NEMA Lites, and EXIT Realty Pro 
Truck Challenge. 

The full event schedule and ticketing info will be 
announced in the coming weeks. All local and state 
health and safety guidelines are in effect. 


FOOTBALL from page 11 


sideline. This will not be allowed and will be strictly 
enforced. Referees are being instructed to assess pen- 
alties if warnings to be at least two yards away from 
the sideline are not adhered to. 

There will be more time to account for the need for 
players to have water breaks and catch their breath. 
Timeouts are extended to two minutes long. Inter- 
missions between quarters will also be longer. Water 
breaks will also be instituted around the six-minute 
mark of each quarter, though referees can declare a 
water break around that time during a change of pos- 
session. 

A schedule for the football season has yet to be 
released, though it has already been determined there 
will be no tournament. The same has applied to the 
fall and winter seasons. 

A few athletic directors have already said tradi- 
tional Friday night football is unlikely to occur during 
the Fall 2 season due to the colder temperatures. Right 
now, nighttime temperatures are consistently in the 
30’s, unlike the normal fall season where it is still 
much warmer until November. 

Thursday, Friday, and Saturday afternoon games 
are likely in order for players to be able to play some 
of the games in the sun and slightly warmer tempera- 
tures. The Fall 2 season will be continuing into April. 
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This week in recreation 


Bryan Litz, 
Parks & Recreation Director 


WILBRAHAM - It is time to give 
thanks — yes, yes I realize it is not No- 
vember and Thanksgiving! But as a 
resident of Belchertown and employed 
by the Town of Wilbraham, I am con- 
tinually amazed as to how fortunate 
Wilbraham residents are to have such 
great support. 

What do I mean by support? A lit- 
tle background: as I mentioned, I live 
in Belchertown, and I have three very 
active daughters. Unfortunately, the 
only programs Belchertown has been 
able to run this winter are E-sports and 
horseback riding, which are both great 
programs, just not something my kids 
do. Now, limited, if any, programming 
is the case in many communities across 
Western Mass. this winter. 

So what do I mean by support for 
the Wilbraham residents? I mean the 
town understands the extreme impor- 
tance of keeping our kids active and en- 
gaged from a recreational standpoint, 
while certainly understanding the risks 
and various precautions we have to take 
in regards to COVID-19. 

Since June 2020, when the state 
began allowing recreational activities 
to take place again, as long as certain 
COVID safety standards could be met, 
the town of Wilbraham has approved 


all of the programming WPRD has 
brought forward. That includes the 
Day Camp, Spec Pond Beach, Base- 
ball, Soccer, Field Hockey, Basketball, 
Dance and classes/clinics. 

So that was a very long winded way 
of saying THANK YOU!! Thank you 
to who? Well: 

Board of Selectmen (Selectmen 
Russell, Selectmen Boilard, Select- 
woman Brennan and former Select- 
woman Bunnell) 

Town Administrator Nick Breault 

Playground and Recreation Com- 
mission (Scatolini, Stogner, Atkin, 
Trebbe, D’ Amour, Soja, Wickman, and 
former members Hisgen, Zimmer and 
Pastore) 

And most importantly the two folks 
I have spent countless hours on the 
phone with since March and COVID 
hit, Lorri McCool and Jill Conselino! 

The residents of the Town of Wil- 
braham are very fortunate to have such 
great support, and we are very thankful 
to all of you for letting us run program- 
ming! 

So one last time, THANK YOU! 

Notes: Registration for Rec. Base- 
ball, Softball, Girls’ Lacrosse, Track 
& Field, SPEC Day Camp and other 
spring program offerings will start in 
March. Please visit WilbrahamRec. 
com for more information on all our 
upcoming programs. 





Nomination papers available for 
elected office in Wilbraham 


WILBRAHAM — Nomination papers 
are now available for elected office in Wil- 
braham. Anyone interested can call the of- 
fice of Wilbraham Town Clerk, Carole J. 
Tardif, at (413) 596-2800 ext. 200 to set up 
an appointment. 

The last day to obtain nomination papers 
is Wed., March 24, for the Annual Town 
Election, scheduled for May 15. 

Positions being voted for that day are: 
Selectman for three years; Town Clerk for 
three years; Moderator for three years; As- 
sessor for three years; two Regional School 
Committee members for three years; Cem- 
etery Commissioner for three years; Water 
Commissioner for three years; two Library 


WATER from page 1 


we’re saying to them, ‘Why don’t you come 
up with a larger solution, basically, by look- 
ing at all of the things.’” 

Flynn said that up to five different de- 
sign strategies have been considered. Tighe 
& Bond will analyze a handful of potential 
solutions before informing the town of each 
option’s cost point. 

“Every potential solution has a chal- 
lenge. The question is which challenge is 
too big for us,” said Flynn. 

Markel will bring Tighe & Bond’s de- 
sign proposal to the Selectboard. He expects 
the design to cost approximately $15,000. 

“If the proposal comes in at a modest 
price, we have one choice, and that’s to go 
to the Advisory Committee and say, ‘If we 
could have this money, it’s an unanticipat- 
ed expense; we'll try to reimburse it at the 
Annual if you insist, but that’s what this re- 
serve fund is for,’ said Markel. 

During the Annual Town Meeting in 
May, the item will likely appear as a warrant 
article to be voted on by residents. Waiting 
several months to remedy the issue, howev- 
er, could be troublesome, and Markel wants 
to jump start the process. 

“That is going to present a problem for 
us since our choice would be to wait until 
the Annual Town Meeting in May before 
getting this done. I think that would not be 
popular in terms of that much delay in just 
coming up with a plan and then having to go 
out for funding for the plan,” said Markel. 


Trustees for three years; one Planning Board 
Member for five years; and one Wilbraham 
Housing Authority Member for five years. 
The deadline for submission to the Reg- 
istrar for certification is Fri., March 26, at 5 
p.m. Office hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
for those who wish to obtain papers. A total 
of 50 signatures from registered Wilbraham 
voters are required to have a name listed on 
the ballot as an independent candidate. A let- 
ter stating the candidate’s name, address and 
the office being sought must be submitted at 
the time of the request to the Town Clerk. 
Contact the Town Clerk’s Office at (413) 
596-2800, ext. 200 with any questions. 


In previous meetings, the board dis- 
cussed multiple plausible solutions. Memo- 
rial Park on Main Street could be utilized 
as a site to provide clean water; in that sce- 
nario, the town would be required to drill 
behind the right field fence of the upper 
baseball field. 

Making use of the Green Meadows 
School property on North Road is also being 
considered. On Feb. 1, Flynn made a case 
for taking this route. 

“We know that they have a pretty good 
well there. They’re already classified as 
a public water supply,’ Flynn said. “The 
question that would come up there is if they 
have enough capacity to provide additional 
sourcing. That’s a good possibility because 
that’s a pretty darn good well that was put 
in there.” 

The Scantic Valley water supply has also 
been discussed. Regardless of which op- 
tion is pursued, the board aspires to select 
the best long-term and most economically 
friendly strategy. 

With Tighe & Bond, Markel is confident 
that the town is in good hands. Furthermore, 
he believes that the firm’s assistance is nec- 
essary. 

“T came away thinking that we need 
professional advice for this rather than just 
plunging ahead with something that sound- 
ed good so that we can understand all the 
ups and downs, unintended consequences 
and so forth. They’re going to prepare a 
proposal and come to the town for funding,” 
said Markel. 
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Sgt. Daniel Cadwell from Ridge Road. 
When the Revolutionary War broke out, 
the veteran Cadwell went back into action. 
He marched as a 1* Lieutenant in the mi- 
litia on April 20, 1775 with his Wilbraham 
friend Capt. Paul Langdon to Roxbury to 
fight the British troops; then enlisted in the 
Continental Army and was commissioned 
by Congress as a 2" Lieutenant. He became 
Captain of the 1“ Hampshire in 1776, then 
Christmas Day in 1776 became captain of 
the Hampshire County Militia at Ft. Ti- 
conderoga (back then Wilbraham was part 
of Hampshire County). It is thought that 
Cadwell caught smallpox and died at Ticon- 
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deroga in 1777. Cadwell’s name now tops 
the list on a memorial boulder in Glendale 
Cemetery. 

Without Habitation 

Edson said for a period of years the 
Ridge Road area, between Monson Road 
and Mountain Road, experienced many 
years without habitation. Edson wrote, the 
western slope of the road, where you now 
get a beautiful view of the valley below, was 
“Fine pasture, utilized by the farmers of 
‘The (Main) Street’ and Stony Hill.” But not 
many people living there.” 

In the area where you take a left onto 
Ridge Road as you travel uphill on Mon- 
son Road now stands a tall modern house, 
but at one time it was the home of a small 
but excellent Baldwin apple orchard. The 
orchard became a favorite picnic place for 
Springfield families who traveled out from 
the city, escaping the summer heat, to en- 
joy the view of the valley below. Edson does 
not say if they traveled by horse and buggy 
or by automobile. Readers might remember 
that Monson Road was used in the histor- 
ic Automobile Hill Climb in 1908. It was 
re-enacted as part of the town’s 250" Anni- 
versary celebrations in July of 2013. 

The picnicking area was also mentioned 
in the “History of Wilbraham” edited by 
Charles Merrick. “It was a favorite of hik- 
ers who were bound for the old Chestnut 
Grove which, until the trees were killed by 
the chestnut blight about 1915, occupied the 
crest of the westerly slope overlooking the 
valley about opposite the present entrance 
to Cadwell Drive,” according to the 1963 
history. 

In Edson’s Day the land adjacent to the 
road was used for cow pastures and some 
new homes. For example, Robert M. Sears, 
while living with his uncle Mr. F. A. Gurney 
attended Wesleyan Academy (the forerunner 
of Wilbraham & Monson Academy). He had 
learned to love the Wilbraham mountains. 
So, in 1910 he bought two acres of land 
along the road from M. L. Bruuer, on the 
west side of the road where, Edson laments, 
“Stood the last of the primeval forest in this 
vicinity, trees such as this generation will 
never see.” Here, Sears built a two-story 
summer cottage. 

More and more people from Springfield 
came out to Wilbraham mountain to build 
their own summer houses or bungalows. By 
1933 new year-round homes began to be 
constructed there. 

The Tower 

Ridge Road Farmer John Porteri erected 
The Tower along the west side of the road 
to attract summer visitors. Porteri created a 
successful amusement center with the Tow- 
er, which was an 80-foot lookout and snack 
bar on the west side of Ridge Road. As kids, 
my father, Francis Bennett of the Bennett 


House on Ridge Road has ‘beautiful view of the Pioneer Valley below. 
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Turkey Farm, would often take us up the 
mountain, from our farm on Main Street, for 
an ice cream on a hot day. 

Historian Coralie Gray wrote in “Imag- 
es of Wilbraham’, “The view from the top 
was most impressive; you could see for 60 
miles to the Dome in Hartford, buildings in 
Springfield, the Mt. Tom and Holyoke rang- 
es, Westover Field and Brimfield.” 

As a youngster I remember the day the 
Tower burned on June 17, 1954. Word trav- 
eled down Main Street that the Tower was 
on fire. We looked up the mountain and saw 
black smoke, up on the ridge, coming from 
a few miles away. The local tragedy was 
blamed on an electrical overload caused by 
an Amateur Radio Club who were operating 
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there that day. 

Edson claimed that the Tower prompted 
much discussion about zoning laws, which 
prohibited other businesses to locate along 
Ridge Road. 

All that is left of the site of the Tower 
is its steps and a few fragments of its foun- 
dation. 

Herbie Benson 

Longtime residents of a certain age 
might remember a charismatic town charac- 
ter called Herbie Benson. He was what they 
called then a “hobo” or a “hermit”. Herbie 
lived just over the ridge from the top of 
Monson Road in a shack in the woods be- 
hind where that modern house is now at the 
top of the crest, that we talked about before. 

Herbie would hitchhike down Monson 
Road and then onto Main Street to the center 
of town to get vittles and perhaps something 
a little stronger since liquor was always on 
his breath. 

They said he had been in “The War” 
and it had done something to him. He did 
odd jobs around town and I had heard that 
he picked apples at Rice’s. A lot of folks in 
Wilbraham would give him a ride and did 
not fear any problems with him. As a child, 
riding with my father when he would pick 
him up hitchhiking, I remember that he al- 
ways had a smile on his face. 

Herbie was part of the legends of Ridge 
Road. 


CK oR 


Note: Last month’s historical column in the 
Jan. 14 Times featured the last days in 1958 
of the Little Red School House on Springfield 
Street and its principal Mrs. Millicent G. Green, 
who closed the school and moved over to Memo- 
rial School to teach handwriting. She was a tight 
disciplinarian but was loved by all, even by her 
bad-boy students. 

The story prompted Brian McGuire of Wil- 
braham who had her in First Grade to write: “I 
had Mrs. Green for handwriting in first grade. 
She did not like mine and my erasures. She gave 
me black stars. My father had to talk with her 
about that. She also had students write examples 
on the blackboard. Her comments about mine re- 
ally bothered me.” 


Sources: “History of Wilbraham” by Rufus P. 
Stebbins (publ. 1863); “History of Wilbraham Bicen- 
tennial Edition 1763-1963” edited by Charles Merrick; 
Chauncey Peck who wrote “The History of Wilbraham, 
1731, 1763-1913 “Images of Wilbraham” by Coralee 
Gray. Sources: “The Military Rolls of the Outward 
Commons” by J. Bruce Tingle. Thanks to owner of the 
Tower site Pam Reed and thanks to Wilbraham Library 
Director Karen Demers and Adult Services Librarian 
Mary Bell. 


Editor Emeritus Charlie Bennett is a 
member of the Wilbraham Historic Com- 
mission and a trustee of the Wilbraham Ath- 
eneum Society. 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


AA !!!!SEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS: FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


WANTED TO BUY 


Fast Free Removal of Junk Cars. His- 
torically highest cash paid for unwant- 
ed autos. (413) 783-3963 





WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 


Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


AB Hauling and 


Removal Service 





2***exex*A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 


Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 


REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
Surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


ALLEN ST. JEAN APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 413-562-5082 Servicing 
all brands of major appliances. Senior 
discounts available. Servicing all of 
western MA. 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


eds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





CLEANING 
SERVICES 


CLEANING LADY with over ten years 
experience, references upon request. 
Will clean households and offices. 
Please call (413)378-5032 and ask 
for Ewa 


ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 
Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Name: Phone eo ee 
Address: 
Town State: Zips 
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $ 

Credit Card: LI MasterCard LIVISA  U Discover LI Cash lL Check# 

Card# EX. Date COON 
Amount of charge: Date: 


DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ———— 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 





GRANBY 
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Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 






Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 


BELCHERTOWN 


EASTHAMPTON ! 









EAST 
BROOKFIELD 





BROOKFIELD 


WALES ( HOLLAND 


; 


a 









Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 


WILBRAHAM 


WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 





Includes 
additional words 


Add asecond ZONE ___*10.00 


Add athird ZONE $5.00 


~ Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 





Subtotal === CN 
x Number of Weeks Le 
TOTAL Enclosed ) 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


Call us at 413.283.8393 
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WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh 413-636-5957 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


TUNE-UPS 


SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 





STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grina- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 





AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


LAI CRY 
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Prevention &° Medical Care 

To Help You Live Better, Longer. 
NOW HIRING!!! Valley Medical 
Group, a multi-specialty group serving 
over 55,000 patients is currently hiring 
for a Family Practice RN, Family Prac- 
tice LPN, Family Practice Medical As- 
sistant, GI Technician, Infection Con- 
trol RN and per diem Covid Vaccine 
RN for positions in our Amherst office! 
To view more details about our open- 
ings and to apply online, please visit 
www.vmgma.com. Come Join 
Our Team!! 


PART-TIME IN HOME CAREGIV- 
ER Palmer area for senior dementia 
woman. Call 413-544-8356 


PROFESSIONAL 
MEDICAL HOME CARE, LLC 
& PROFESSIONAL 
MEDICAL SERVICES, INC. 
Homemakers, PCAS, CNAs, Home 


Health Aids. We have offices in 
Palmer, West Springfield & Stur- 
bridge. Please call (413)289- 
9018. Denise Galarneau EOE 





TOWN OF WILBRAHAM, SEA- 
SONAL JOB POSITIONS Assis- 
tant Camp Director, Baseball & Softball 
Umpires, Camp Counselors, Junior 
Camp Counselors, Lifeguards, Water- 
front Director. Looking for numerous 
reliable seasonal employees. For ap- 
plication and more information please 
visit www.wilbraham-ma.gov. Appli- 
cation Deadline 03/19/21 at 4:30PM. 
EOE 


LAND FOR SALE 


SMALL WATERFRONT LOTS 
Dock coming soon, swimming and 
fishing. Holland, MA. $19,000 each or 
best offer (508) 868-6157 


FOR RENT 


PALMER 1BR, all Appliances. Open 
K/DR/LR, Storage/Laundry in Base- 
ment. 2nd Floor. No Smoking/Pets. 1st/ 
Last/Security $800.00/Month. 

Breton Estates (413)283-6940 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
This ad is pursuant to MA 
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A 
as of February 26, 2021 the 
following motor vehicles will 
be for sale to satisfy a garage 
keepers lien: 


2006 Jeep Liberty 

VIN: 1J4GL48K56W 163102 
COLOR: Green 

LKO: Nicole Fraska 

PO Box 1214 

Warren MA 01083 


2005 Acura TL 

VIN: 19UUA66295A074871 
COLOR: Blue 

LKO: Adolfo Sandoval 

304 Washington St 1L 
Haverhill MA 01832 


2008 Mercedes L300 Sedan 
VIN: WDDGF81 X88F139928 
COLOR: Black 

LKO: Jennifer Torres 

46 Olmsted Dr. 

Springfield MA 01108 


2014 BMW 5 Series 

VIN: WBA5SB3C57ED530181 
COLOR: Black 

LKO: Zachary D Allen 

173 Merrimack St 
Manchester NH 03103-5230 


R & S Assoc. Inc. 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.’ We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


Read your local 
newspaper online at 
WWW.newspapers.turley.com 


FOR RENT 


a 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 


discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


Wilbraham MA 
413-596-4374 
02/11, 02/18, 02/25/2021 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
This ad is pursuant to MA 
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A 
as of February 26, 2021 the 
following motor vehicles will 
be for sale to satisfy a garage 
keepers lien: 


Vehicle: 2009 Kawasaki 
VN900D 

Color: Blue 

VIN: JKAVN2D119A029062 
LKO: Robert Trempe 

109 River Rd 

Ware MA 01082 


Vehicle: 2008 Honda Accord 
Color: Black 

VIN: LHGCP25718A014314 
LKO: Michael Nieves 

148 Mill St Apt.1 

Springfield MA 01108 


R & S Assoc. Inc. 
Wilbraham MA 
413-596-4374 

02/11, 02/18, 02/25/2021 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 





2021 





TAX: TIME 








CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 













228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 Bagetecss 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


Call For An __ 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs. gov. 









Income Tax Preparation 


~ 3l years tax experience ~ | 













Bruce J. Charwick 


(413) 283-5596 


Personal & Small Business 





FAST TA 


TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


IRS Certified Tax Preparers 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


62 Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069 


Federal & All States 








Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience. 
1622 North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 


www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


Tel: 413-289-0058 
Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
~” www.kifchentabletaxes.com 


\V/Cs} er alie) aim Rcd. arclalem miatclaleitclireislMllests 


IRS Problems? 
Let a Professional Handle it for you. 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 « Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com * pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 


CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 








e Check Out Our For Sale, Services, 
Pets and Other Classifieds 

e Real Estate: For Sale, 
For Rent & Vacation Rentals 


¢ Help Wanted: Part Time & 
Full Time Career Opportunities 


Call toll free to place your classified ad: 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
Reaching readers in 





WILBRAHAM 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 
LEGAL NOTICE 
Town of Wilbraham 

The Wilbraham 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public hearing on 
Monday, March 8, 2021 at 
5:05 PM on the Notice of 
Intent filed by Patel 
Rakeshkumar under the 
Massachusetts Wetlands 
Protection Act and the 
Wilbraham Wetlands By-Law 
for the proposed construction 
of a single family home, well, 
private sanitary sewage dis- 
posal system, paved driveway, 
and associated grading. 
Portions of the proposed work 
fall within the buffer zone to 
wetland resource areas on the 
property located at 555V 
Tinkham Road. Due to the 
ongoing Covid-19 public 
health emergency the Town 
Office Building remains 
closed to the public and this 
public meeting will be con- 
ducted exclusively via remote 
participation. The instructions 
to remotely join and partici- 
pate in the public meeting will 


50 local communities every week. 





be on the agenda that will be 
posted on the town website on 
or before March 4, 2021. 
Further information relating to 
this application is on file with 
the Commission. 
Christopher Brown, 
Chairman 
02/25/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD21P0243EA 
Estate of: Michael Roy 
Date of Death: 12/07/2020 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 
To all interested persons: 
A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Suzanne Gamache 
of West Springfield, MA 
requesting that the Court 


413.283.8393 


PUBLIC NOTICES & 


enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the 
Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Suzanne Gamache of 
West Springfield, MA be 
appointed as Personal Rep- 
resentative(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on the 
bond in an unsupervised 
administration. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear- 
ance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on 
the return day of 
03/12/2021. 

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi- 
davit of objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return 


day, action may be taken 
without further notice to you. 
UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Represent- 
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required 
to file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in the 
estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may peti- 
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ- 
ing the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administra- 
tion. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: February 12, 2021 
Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
02/25/2021 
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St. Cecilia, Knights holding take-out 
dinners for St. Patrick’s Day 


WILBRAHAM/ 
LUDLOW -— Take-out 
dinners to celebrate 
the Day of St. Patrick 
are being held by both 
Ludlow and Wilbra- 
ham Knights of Co- 
lumbus on Saturday, 
March 13. 

Dinners for Wil- 
braham, Hampden 
and Sixteen Acres 
area residents can be 
ordered by mailing 
in a check for $15 per 


dinner to St. Cecilia Parish, 42 Main St., 
Wilbraham. The order form can be found 





(melas Viele: 


VANTAGE 


KITCHENS FOR THE REAL LIVING ROOM 


KITCHEN 


encounters, Inc. 


Kitchen & Bath Cabinetry 

Quartz & Granite Countertops 
Complete Installation & Remodeling 
FREE Design, In-Home Measuring 

& Estimates 

Custom Built Commercial 

Cabinetry & Installation 


15 Railroad Avenue, Wilbraham ¢ 413-596-6535 
www.kitchen-encounters.com 


Rates are.at 





on St. Cecilia’s website, 
stceciliawilbraham.org 
and downloaded from 
“The Week Ahead” sec- 
tion on the left. 

There is also an or- 
der form for tickets to 
participate in a virtual 
raffle. Participants may 
enter to win one of 44 
prizes by completing 
the form, available on 
the parish website. En- 
tries may be dropped 
off with dinner orders at 


the church office by March 7. The draw- 
ing will be held on March 13. 


Wilbraham, Hamp- 
den and Springfield area 
residents can pick up 
their dinners at St. Cecil- 
ia Parish between 5:30- 
6:30 p.m. on March 13 
at the drive-through sta- 
tion, located at the rear of 
the church. All proceeds 
from the dinner and raffle 
will be used for the char- 
itable work to which the 
Knights are committed, 
including “Winter Coats 
for Kids,’ The Gray 
House in Springfield, and 
by providing food for 
those in need at Thanks- 
giving and Easter. 

Major support for the 
Survival Center in Indian 
Orchard is also a yearly 
undertaking for both the 
Ludlow and Wilbraham 
councils. 


AN ALL TI 


Chat with our Wilbraham Branch Manager, Zaneta 
or Assistant Branch Manager, Carmen today! 


Vehicle Loans 


Mortgages 





First Time Home Buyers 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


February 25, 2021 


MMWEC offers scholarships to 
Minnechaug High School seniors 


LUDLOW — Applications now being 
accepted for the Massachusetts Municipal 
Wholesale Electric Company (MMWEC) 
scholarship program. 

MMWEC is offering four $1,000 schol- 
arships to be awarded to qualifying seniors 
from Ludlow High School and Minnechaug 
Regional High School who are planning to 
attend either a two- or four-year college. 
Scholarships will be awarded to two students 
from Ludlow High School, one Minnechaug 
student from Hampden, and one Minnechaug 
student from Wilbraham. Students must plan 
to pursue a degree in disciplines related to en- 
gineering, environmental sciences, finance, or 
accounting. 

Scholarship awards will be based on sev- 
eral factors, including academic achievement, 
area of study, and need. All seniors planning 
to pursue one of the specified academic areas 
are encouraged to apply, regardless of their 
class ranking. 

To be considered, students must submit all 


required documents including a letter of rec- 
ommendation from their guidance counselor 
and a letter detailing their educational and 
professional goals. The submission deadline 
is April 6 and MMWEC will only be accept- 
ing electronic applications this year. Appli- 
cation and submission details will be shared 
with students via their guidance counselors. 

As part of its commitment to the Lud- 
low, Hampden, and Wilbraham communities, 
MMWEC has awarded $52,000 in scholar- 
ships to help local students defray the cost 
of higher education since the inception of the 
scholarship program in 1998. 

MMWEC is the joint action agency for 
public power in Massachusetts, providing a 
variety of power supply, financial, risk man- 
agement and other services to the state’s con- 
sumer-owned, municipal utilities. MMWEC 
is the operator and principal owner of the 
Stony Brook power plant on Moody Street 
and has been a corporate resident of Ludlow 
for 43 years. 





Rotary Scholarship 
applications now 
available 


WILBRAHAM - Brad Sperry, chairman of 
the Wilbraham-Hampden Rotary Club Schol- 
arship Committee, has announced that appli- 
cations for the 2021 Rotary Club scholarships 
are now available at both Minnechaug Regional 
High School and Wilbraham & Monson Acad- 
emy. 

Applications are due no later than April 1. 
The scholarships are available to qualified high 
school students who are residents of Wilbraham 
or Hampden. The club will again award nine 
scholarships, each in the amount of $1,500. Ap- 
plications may also be obtained from Sperry by 
calling (413) 537-4171. 





(413) 333-5003 | www.pncu.com 
2002 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 


Scholarship 
Foundation set to 
award $45,000 


WILBRAHAM/HAMPDEN — The 
Wilbraham-Hampden Scholarship Foun- 
dation is set to award over $45,000 in 
scholarships to seniors this spring. 

Scholarship applications have been 
mailed to eligible seniors. Additionally, 
the application may be completed online 
by visiting https://wilbraham-hampden- 
scholarshipfoundation.org/scholarships/ 
application/. Applications must be post- 
marked by March 5 at noon. 

Any questions, please contact the 
foundation at info@wilbraham-hamp- 
denscholarshipfoundation.org. 











Home Equity Loans 


N a LS pisces 





